Definition Essay Rubric
Advanced Composition – English 101



Final Paper Content __________ out of 25
1= not present in paper at all
2= very poor
3= present but of average quality
4= above average effort and quality
5= Excellent quality / no further recommendations for improvement are necessary
_______Overall – paper covers all required topics: formal definition and a minimum of three applications of definition. Paper may include quotes; however, bulk of paper is in your own words. This grade is for the complete integration of the paper – clarity, logic, and overall flow. (5) X 2

_______Introduction – catches attention of reader through anecdote, dialogue, quote, etc.; contains a clear and concise thesis statement and provides a clear focus as well as tone for the paper. (5)

_______Body – presents a minimum of three, well developed, interesting applications of the word; utilizes a variety of methods to explain the word, i.e., analogy, comparison, exclusion; is cohesive and flows smoothly from one point to the next, utilizing the appropriate beginning and internal transitions. (5)

_______Conclusion – begins with a concluding statement which ties paper together and ends with appropriate reflection; does not introduce new material. (5)


Grammar, Mechanics, and Usage __________ out of 20

Correct grammar: correct use of conventions such as punctuation and spelling, as well as correct usage such as pronoun-antecedent and subject verb agreement – and all grammatical skills covered in the text. Finally, varied sentence structure is apparent in each paragraph.  WORD CHOICE errors typically will not result in loss of points – however, avoid to be verbs – if overused as loss of points will result.  Illogical word choice errors will result in loss of points as indicated below.

Additionally, includes appropriate and correct use of parenthetical citations, where applicable. Paper is complete and correct MLA format is used – works cited is only required if you used more than just a dictionary definition. 

Each mistake in grammar, usage, and MLA format will result in a one point loss.  So – if there are only 3 mistakes in this area – you will receive a 32/35.



PRELIMINARY MATERIALS AND ACTIVITIES __________ out of 5

Peer Critique_____________ out of 2 each X 2
Rough Draft _____________ out of 1 (checked in class by instructor)

