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October 5, 2011
SPECIAL BOARD MEETING MINUTES

The Special Board Meeting of the Rock Falls Township High School Board of Education was called to order on Wednesday, October 5, 2011, at 5:15 p.m. in the Larson Shelter at Centennial Park in Rock Falls, Illinois, by President Pro Tem Janssen.  The purpose of the Special Board Meeting was to conduct a Public Hearing for a Physical Education Exemption Waiver.  Members present:  Cushman, Howard, Janssen, and Nehrkorn.  Also present were:  Superintendent Dr. Eichman and Toni Cain.  Members absent were:  Brackemeyer and Gaulrapp.  
President Pro Tem Janssen requested an approval of the agenda.  All ayes:  Cushman, Howard, Nehrkorn, and Janssen.  
Dr. Eichman informed Board members that the Illinois School Code states that every student shall be required to engage in physical education on a daily basis.  However, in certain circumstances, a local School Board is authorized to excuse students from engaging in daily physical education courses.  A School Board is authorized to excuse students enrolled in grades 11 and 12 from engaging in physical education courses if, among other reasons, the students request to be excused for ongoing participation in an interscholastic athletic activity.  In addition, a School Board may excuse students in grades 9 through 12 enrolled in a Marching Band Program for credit if the students request to be excused for ongoing participation in such Marching Band Program.  

The School Board is now requesting a physical education exemption waiver for students enrolled in grades 11 and 12 from engaging in physical education courses if the students request to be excused for ongoing participation in (1) a Cheerleading Squad, and (2) a Dance Team.
On Thursday, August 25, 2011, letters announcing the Public Hearing were mailed to Representative Jerry Mitchell, Senator Tim Bivins, and Rock Falls High School Education Association President, Mark Truesdell.  In addition, a Notice of Public Hearing was printed in the Sauk Valley Newspaper on Monday, August 29, 2011.  
The following individuals attended the Public Hearing:  Four School Board members, the Superintendent, and the Recording Secretary.  There were no public comments, nor did Board members receive any personal comments or written communications.  All four Board members in attendance favored the physical education waiver request.
The Public Hearing was adjourned at 5:19 p.m.
Motion by Cushman and seconded by Howard to adjourn the meeting at 5:19 p.m.  All ayes:  Howard, Nehrkorn, Cushman, and Janssen.  

           MOTION CARRIED




_____________________

____________________





  President



     Secretary



PAGE  

